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Interim  Report  on  the  Health  and  sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  shifnal  Rural  District  Councillor  the  Year  1939 « 


1939  has  been  marked  by  important  changes  in  the  administration 
of  health  and  other  services  in  the  area.  The  late  Clerk  and 
Sanitary  Inspector,  both  of  whom  had  been  in  the  service  of  the 
Council  for  many  years,  relinquished  their  posts  and  new  appoint¬ 
ments  were  made.  in  addition,  a  whole-time  Housing  Inspector  and 
Manager  was  appointed  to  take  the  place  of  the  temporary  post  filled 
in  1938->  In  addition  the  council  Chambers  and  Offices  were 
centralised  in  the  Town  -  a  movement  which  allows  greater  conven¬ 
ience  in  administration  and  permits  the  clerk  to  develop  unity  of 
control.  Although  the  full  benefit  of  these  changes  has  not  been 
felt,  on  account  of  the  war  and  the  war  services  which  have  to  be 
dealt  with  on  the  council’s  premises,  given  normal  functioning  it 
will  be  appreciated  that  considerable  advancement  has  been  made. 
Associated  with  the  improved  administration  is  the  progress  made 
in  the  general  health  services!  improvements  mentioned  in  the 
Report  for  1938  have  been  stabilised  and  further  advancement  is  to 
be  expected  when  facilities  for  such  can  be  obtained. 

POPULATION:  Development  of  National  Defence  has  caused  an 

influx  of  labour  into  the  district.  This  has  taxed  the  resources 
of  the  local  inhabitants  in  their  efforts  to  house  the  incomers 
and,  as  a  result,  little  reliance  can  now  be  placed  on  the 
statistics  for  overcrowding  obtained  from  the  survey  of  1938.  In 
addition  the  continued  increase  of  military  personnel,  now  more 
widely  scattered  over  the  area,  has  been  maintained.  Nevertheless, 
in  spite  of  the  calls  on  accommodation  the  district  was  able  to 
receive  Evacuees,  in  September,  and  to  house  them  adequately.  Few 
complaints  were  received  and  the  children  seemed  to  have  behaved 
well.  a  few  mothers,  also,  came  but  they  did  not  stay  long  and,  to 
complete  the  inflow,  a  certain  number  of  Refugees  have  been  able  to 
find  homes  within  the  rural  area. 

EMERGENCY  HEALTH  LABORATORY.  This  laboratory,  instituted  as 
a  i/var  measure  to  accelerate  the  investigation  of  infectious  disease, 
has  had  no  calls  made  on  it  from  the  shifnal  District  during  the  year. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICES.  These  have  been  augmented  through  the 
local  a.R.P. 

SANITARY  SERVICES.  With  the  late  Sanitary  Inspector  unable 
to  attend  to  his  duties  and  the  importation  of  a  part-time  officer 
to  do  the  more  important  work,  results  obtained  were  irregular  and 
incomplete,  but  with  the  appointment  of  a  new,  full-time  Officer 
complete  control  of  the  Main  Services  and  sanitation  should  shortly 
be  obtained. 

WATER  SUPPLIES.  The  extension  of  the  water  scheme  to  Tong 
was  commenced,  but  was  hindered  by  labour  difficulties;  This  also 
accounted  for  delay  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  service  to  stirchley. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  The  National  Emergency  prevented  the 
furtherance  of  the  improvements  contemplated  at  the  Albrighton 
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Disposal  works.  plans  for  the  scheme  are  in  preparation  and  should 
be  put  in  hand  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Attention  has  been 
given  to  the  Disposal  works  at  shifnal.  consideration  has  been 
given  to  the  more  adequate  control  of  the  filter-beds  and  certain 
changes  have  been  made  in  these  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  greater 
purity  of  effluent. 

HOUSING.  Developments  in  the  Albrighton  area  have  added 
considerably  to  the  size  of  this  town.  The  houses  are  well 
situated  and  have  a  pleasing  appearance,  and  meet  the  demands  of  the 
civil  and  military  population.  In  shifnal  town  itself  the  develop¬ 
ment  in  High  street  has  been  continued  -  the  undesirable  property 
forming  the  block  at  the  head  of  the  street  is  being  dealt  with 
gradually  and  in  its  place  an  open  housing  estate  is  rising.  some 
of  the  homes  in  this  area  are  of  bungaloid  type  and  the  size  and 
rent  are  such  as  to  make  them  very  suitable  for  rehousing  aged 
couples.  Other  Clearance  schemes,  in  preparation  before  September, 
have  had  to  be  postponed. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  With  the  increasing  population  and  the 
gradual  spread  of  new  dwellings  over  the  district  the  scope  of  the 
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Council’s  scheme  will  ha.ve  to  be  reviewed  and  extension  made  with 
a  view  to  giving  service  to  the  whole  area. 
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FARMS  AND  DAIRIES.  These  are  being  kept  under  close  obser¬ 
vation  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  improve  the  standard  of  the 
buildings  and  promote  greater  cleanliness  in  production. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  While  there  has  been  some  increase  in  the 
district  there  has  been  no  approach  to  epidemic  conditions. 

Scarlet  Fever  numbers  have  shown  some  rise.  The  new  regulations, 
governing  the  notification  of  Measles  and  whooping  cough,  did  not 
give  rise  to  any  great  increase  in  tht  total  number  of  infectious 
cases  brought  to  notice.  The  Services,  which  have  their  cases 
reported  under  the  returns  of  the  district  in  which  they  are  stat¬ 
ioned,  have  shown  fewer  cases  of  scarlet  Fever  than  in  1938,  and  no 
measures  to  prevent  spread  from  Camps  to  civilian  Lite  had  to  be 
taken. 

PREVENTIVE  MEDICINE.  Considerable  scope  remains  for  development 
of  Diphtheria  Immunisation;  children  of  school  age  being  practically 
untouched,  but  it  is  expected  that  this  work  will  be  pushed  forward 
early  in  1940. 


W.A.M.  STEWART. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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